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Ballot Measure Threatens Arizona’s Historic Commitment to Early Childhood

Cn November 7, 2006, Arizonans made an historic decision on behalf of our state’s smallest citizens. By
majority vote, they made a commitment to all Arizona children 5 and younger: that they would have the
tools they need to arrive at school healthy and ready to succeed. They backed that promise with an 80-
cent per pack increase on tobacco products, so that the education and health of ocur youngest children
would not be at the mercy of economic and political winds.

These monies were promised four years ago to local communities, along with a vow that local citizens —
not government bureaucrats —would decide how they would be spen__

In November 2010, four years to the day of that historic decision, politicians will ask Arizonans to take it
all back — the commitment to kids, the promise to communities, the v w to local community leaders —
but, not the tax money. State politicians want to keep that atong with the authority to decide what to
do with it. '

Under the guise of balancing the state budget, the Legislature has placed a measure:on the November
ballot that would eliminate First Things First and sweep all ¢ 'nd future funds"set-a5|de by voters
for early childhood in to the General Fu '

Every member of the statewide First Thlngs irst Bos rd ook an oath of office, and in doing so, agreed to
become a steward over these funds — to mak  spent wrse!y and effectively. We have
lived up to that responsmtllty, worklng with R gtonal Partnership ¢ Counclls to identify and fund strategies
that are desighed to produce |mproved outcomes for. 'hddren throughout Arizona.

As responsible citizens, members of the state First Thmgs First Board were deeply concerned aboui the
state budget and tried repeatedly to loan funds to the state to see us through the current economic
hardship, The loan was offered mterest free, and with a commitment that the majority of the
repayment wou!d hot occur: for several years. This would have helped the state with its financial crisis,
while preservmg early childhood f_undlng for years to come.

Our offer was repeatediy reJected by Legzslatwe leaders who refused to put it to a full vote. Instead, they
chose to proceed wrth the ballot measure, preferring to eliminate critical preventive services available
for our youngest chlldren

On May 18, the First Things Ftrs_t-Board unanimously passed a resolution against this measure — called
Proposition 302, The resolution urges all Arizonans to get involved by educating their communities
about the impact of First Things First and rejecting the measure in November.

Our Board is confident that Arizona voters will re-commit to cur youngest kids and that the education
and health services funded by First Things First will be able to continue. But even with this renewed
commitment, we will face future challenges. The state budget will still need to be balanced, likely
leading to renewed attempts to seize early childhood funds. And, tobacco revenues are steadily
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declining, requiring that we seek ways to raise additional resources for early childhood services in
Arizona.

We urge ail Arizonans to re-commit to early childhood development and health for all children. And we
ask that they work with their local First Things First regional council and other early childhood
stakeholders to create a robust dialogue and specific action regarding the educational and health needs
of kids hirth to 5 in their area.

Only when ali Arizonans believe in the critical importance of early childhood and actively engaged in
supporting young kids in their communities can we say that we are a state that truly values its youngest
children. .

Steven W. Lynn
Chair, First Things First Board

Graphic: Photo of Steven W. Lynn
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Ready for School. Set for Life.

Late each summer, kindergarten teachers across Arizona greet thousands of kids as they start their
elementary school journey. Those teachers will tell you that the first few weeks of school are
bittersweet because they know that many of their students are not prepared for success. They also
know that — despite the best efforts of cur schools — students who start behind, stay behind.

There is a great heacon of hope for students, teachers, parents and ail Arizonans who want to see our
kids succeed in schoot and in life, [n 2006, our state — via a voter-approved ballot initiative — created
First Things First and set aside tobacco tax monies for one purpose:-@fﬁfénsure all Arizona children have
the tools they need to arrive at school healthy and ready to succe'é.d. |

In the following pages, you will see how First Things First partners wath parents and communities to
make that happen. '

Our Signature Programs address critical early childl needs statewide, inciﬁding supporting parents in
their rele as a child’s first teacher (Page 10}, improving '_ e quallty of early Iearnlng in homes and child
care centers (Page 6}, enhancing the professional skitls of te hers worklng with our youngest kids (Page
6), and helping doctors to address a child’s deve!opmental H:ysical needs {Page 16).

Our regional strategies — which vary from county to County — have been identified by local communities
who know best what their children need. These include Native Zanguage deve%opment family literacy,
preventative oral health care_ L 'ental problems, and prevention of chiid abuse
and child obesity. - &

__r[y detection of deve[o

While First Things First is stilt ln its early years we know science and common sense are on our side.
Research has proven what parents_ nd teachers already know: what happens to children in the early
years lays the foundation fora lifet rhe Kids with quality early childhood experiences are fess likely to
receive fa:lmg grades or be retained, and are more likely to advance into college and successful careers.
They also tend to be healthier and demand less from the public service system,

If you are already involved in the early chzldhocd system, we hope that you recognize the data and
stories in this report as examples of the difference our collective wark is making in the lives of thousands
of kids and families throughout Arizona.

If you are new to early chitdhood development, we hope that you wiil be inspired to visit our website,
ReadyAZKids.com, to learn more about early childhood and what you can do to help our kids, and our
state, succeed!

Rhian Evans Allvin
Executive Director

Graphics: Photo of Rhian Evans Allvin and puli-out quote: Getting kids ready for school means more than
packing their lunches, filling their backpacks and getting them to the bus eon time. In fact, the job of

helping kids succeed in school starts the day they are born,
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With Deepest Gratitude

The board, regional council members and staff, would like to express their deepest appreciation to J.
Eiliott Hibbs, the founding Executive Director of First Things First, who retired in February 2010.

When Proposition 203 was approved by Arizona voters in 2006, there was no infrastructure to support
the distribution of the voter-approved early childhood funds, nor any mechanism to ensure that these
new monies were, in fact, producing impraved outcomes for Arizona’s children.

Under Hibbs' leadership, First Things First:

e Recruited more than 300 voiunteers to serve on regio: nership councils statewide;

._f"counciis

effectlvely,
e Completed one statewide and 31 communi
younger;
» Established local priorities and
¢ Approved $107 million in service;

e Worked with Arizona universities to esta
early childhood investment. 5

Each year,
Ievelof
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Quality Early Learning:

The Beginning of the Education Continuum

Studies show that children exposed to high-quality early childhood education have better language and
math skills, better social skills, and better relationships with classmates. These students score higher in
school-readiness tests, are 40 percent less likely to need special education or be held back a grade, and
are 70 percent less likely to commit a violent crime by age 18,

About 80 percent of a child’s critical brain development occurs be_qu_é""ége 3." The experiences a child

has during these critical early years lay the foundation for a lifetime of learning. With more than half of
Arizona’s kids under 6 living in homes where all of the adult "
setting is one of the most important decisions any parentw make.

osing an early care and education

A.CH. Ea rly Childhoéa Arizona, and Professional
» quality, access, affordaballty and professional

First Things First signature programs — Quality First;
REWARDS — address early learning and its compone

development. This multi-pronged approach will ensure that parents have options and :nformation when
making early education decisions for the'| - ki

Signature Programs

Quality First!

Quality First is Arizona’s statewide qualaty mprovement and ratmg system for providers of center- or
home-hased early care an_d ducation:in FY 2010, Quailty First helped 571 centers and homes improve
the guality of care for children wi port of financial incentives, coaching, child care health
consultation and Stho[arships forp gram personnel Quallty improvements range from upgrading
teaching cumcu!ums and materlals't'_' nhancing the: professmna! skilis of the teachers working with
young klds e

Quality First standards go far beyond state !iéénsing and certification requirements, which address basic
health and safety issues. Quality First standards are research-based and were developed in partnership
with a group of more than 50 community stakeholders. The program includes on-going monitoring and
evaluation to ensure accountabiiity. A quality rating system pilot program — much like the 5-star system
for rating hotels —is in deveiopmént for fall 2010 and the full rollout is anticipated in 2011.

T.E.A.C.H. {Teacher Education and Compensation Helps) Early Childhood® Arizona

Studies show that high educational attainment by early childhood education teachers has a
positive impact on young children.™ in 2607 {the latest numbers available), less than half of all
Arizona’s early care and education teachers were college graduates: 15 percent had an
Associate’s degree, 23 percent had a Bachelor’s degree and 9 percent had earned a Master’s
degree.
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T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® Arizona is a scholarship program that provides the early childhood
workforce with access to educational opportunities, through coursework at public colleges.
Currently, scholars may receive support to complete a Child Development Associate (CDA)
certificate or an Associate’s Degree, and future support will consider Bachelor’s degrees as well.

In FY 2010, First Things First awarded 474 T.E.A.C.H. scholarships to recipients working in more
than 280 early care and education facilities throughout Arizona. T.E.A.C.H. is administered by
the Association for Supportive Child Care under contract with First Things First.

Professional REWARDS

| preg_{a__m quality. Higher wages allow
centers to hire better-qualified teachers, which contributes to lower turnover rates and more secure
attachments between children and their teachers. '

Research confirms that teachers’ wages play a significant role

Professional REWARDS was designed to help retain‘gualified teachers to care for'and educate Arizona's
youngest children. Launched in late FY 2010, Professional offers financial incentives (ranging
from $300 to $2,000 based on educatlon} to early care an tion professionals for 'progressive
education, educational attainment and commltment to continuious employment. The goal is to
acknowledge and reward educational advancement and attamme or staff members who have
remainad with their same empioyer for at Iea;__t___one year._ "

: art:upate m the program and 415 mcentwes were awarded to
___._underway for F\’ 2011. Professional REWARDS is administered
by the Valiey of the Sun United Way under contract wath First Things First.

Eleven Regional Partnership Coun

eligibie applicants. Expansmn plans a

care staff in improyi

g the health and safety of their facmtles Child Care Mental Health Consultants help
strengthen adult- chlid re%atlonshlp: __nd imprave the overall quality of the classroom environment to

meet each child’s needs. and promote healthy development. Read more about these strategies on Pages
15 and 16. '

Regional Early Education Quality Improvement Strategies

The quality of early childhood education settings is linked to improved developmental and academic
outcomes for young children. Quality care also depends on the professional development of a skilled
and educated warkforce where caregivers, staff and teachers are qualified to care for and educate
children 5 and under, and receive compensation and benefits that encourage them to remain in their
positions. Gaining access to quality early care requires that adequate options be available in safe and
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healthy environments. it also depends on strategies that ensure access to affordable guality care for all
families.

Chiid Care Scholarships

The current economic crisis has resuited in a combination of factors that threaten the availability of
early care and educatian. Without access to subsidized care, working families may need to choose
between gquitting jobs or leaving children in settings ill-equipped to meet their developmental and safety
needs.

Arizona was the first in the nation to launch a statewide scholar_s__h_if:__ rogram through its First Things
First Emergency Child Care Scholarships. implemented in April; , First Things First allocated $23
million to address the sudden economic downturn in the state! “than 11,600 children benefited
from the emergency program. In addition, more than one-thlrd of regional partnership councils
approved additional funding to continue the schola hlp program through-the nd of FY 2010, serving
3,384 chiidren, and several regions funded scholaré

Family, Friend and Neighbor Programs

In Arizona as much as 50 percent of childrer Birth_ to age 5 are-cared for by relatives or neighbors in
settings that are often exempt from regula ‘_ n. Fam_‘_y, Friend and Neighbor (FFN} programs provide
professional development support, access to:- formatlon d training’ on chitd development, health and
safety issues to these relatlves and nelghbors n FY 2010, FN- programs supported 738 child care
providers and offered 226 trammg sessmns -

Pre-Kindergarten Expansmn_Prog__r___gms_

_ éﬁc_p'ansic'ih.ﬁfgg__ram increases the nﬁfnbgr_ of high quality Pre-Kindergarten slots available for
3-, 4- and 5-year-olds. High quality early childhood services are strongly linked to both academic
and life-skills g chi

Iow income,

Success Story

September Rhoads was two classes shy of earning her Associates degree in early childhood education,
but with three children of her own (ranging in age from 18 manths to 18 years}, finding the resources to
complete her degree was becoming harder and harder.

Bill Berk, director of the Outer Limits School in Tucson where Rhoads works as the lead toddler teacher,
told her about T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood Arizona and encouraged her to apply.

This year, she became Arizona’s first T.E.A.C.H. graduate.
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“If it weren't for First Things First, there’s no way | would have been able to finish school,” Rhoads said.
“The scholarship has meant the world to me.”

Rhoads said she is considering taking more classes to fulfill her goal of becoming assistant director or
director of a child care center cne day.

“I love being able to make a difference in a child’s life and to be a positive role model. it's exciting to see
how miuch my students have learned when they leave my class at the end of the year,” Rhoads said.

BY THE NUMBERS

60% of Arizona children under 6 live in homes where all the__a__c_'l;l'_l_'lts_' ork’

571 early care providers are participating in Quality Firsi

Z28% of regulated early care providers in Arizona‘a

articipating in quality ifﬁb_rgvement efforts
through Quality First™ :

29, 588 children are benefiting from qua[sty improvemen

15,000 children’s early education is supported with a child care ééhg_l__arship"

474 early childhood scholars currently receiviﬁg_;chcl_g:r_sﬁi.ps to expand ;S'i;ofessional skills®
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Family Support

Helping A Child’s First Teachers

Families are their children’s first, most important and most influential caregivers and teachers. They play
a critical role in shaping their children’s lives and future outcomes. Children’s health, development and
overall well-being depend upon the care, nurturing and education provided by their families.

Supporting families is a unique challenge that requires collaboratlon among parents, service praviders,
educators and policymakers to promote the health and well- be g ofyoung children.

First Things First is committed to supporting Arizona’s familles through statewide initiatives that include
the Arizona Parent Kit and Birth to Five Helpline. We aiso.fund programs. that include home visitation,
1sure that information an_d education en child

each community.

community-based classes and resource centers t
development and health topics are readily availa

As Arizonans, we share in the responsibility of ensuring that each chl!d gets a fair, smart start in life. A
child who receives early childhood educa ion and heaithcar ) ices before age 5 is more likely to
succeed in grade school, high school and eyond. .

Statewide Strategies

Arizona Parent Kits

Many new parents often W|sh their bables came W|th instructions manuals. in Arizona, they dol Thanks
to a partnership between the Virginia G Plper Charitable Trust and First Things, the Arizona Parent Kit is
avaifable to the pa rents of every newbom throughout Ar:zona

The Piper’ ] ust originally funded the klts for parents in Marlcopa Caunty. The partnership with First
Things First .aliowed the kits to be made available at all birthing hospitals statewide for all of FY 2010.
From July 2009 through March 2{}10 64,000 kits were distributed across Arizona. Starting in September,
the Kit also will be avaliable for checkout at public libraries.

Kits include:

e Aboxed set of DVDs that give parents critical information and answer their most commonly
asked questions about the early vears.

» A Parent Resource Guide including contact information for state and national agencies and
organizations.

s A board book —ideal for tiny hands — that encourages parents to begin reading to their children
at an early age.

e Arefrigerator magnet listing the toll-free number for the Birth to Five Helpline, where support
from developmentai specialists who can answer parents’ question is just a phone call away.

Birth to Five Helpline
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The Birth to Five Helpline is a toli-free helpline for parents, families and caregivers of children ages birth
to 5. The helpline serves parents in all socioeconomic groups, and provides additional information that
focuses on families at risk for abuse and neglect. It is staffed by early childhood development specialists.
Callers can get support from psychologists, registered nurses, early literacy specialists and occupational
speech/language and physical therapists on a variety of issues including sleep and behavior problems,
health, nutrition, potty training, fussy babies and other child development questions.

Under a partnership with Southwest Human Development, a magnet listing the toli-free number is
included with each Arizona Parent Kit. The Helpline responded to 3,011 calls from june 2009 through
March 2010,

In a recent poll, 96 percent of families reported they are satisfied
and resources and feel competent and confident about the ablhty t
health and wellness. '

h the accessibility of information
pport their children’s safety,

Southwest Human Development’s partnership with First Things First
has made an incredible difference in the success of our Birth to Five
Helpline. Thanks to First Things First, more famiiies than ever, who
are struggiing with questions about their children’s development,
know they have a reliable place to turn for up-to-date, professional
information that can truly make a difference in their child’s future.

— Ginger Ward, CEOQ

Home Visitation ::

ion for.:é"rlhancing children’s positive social and emotional development.®
e educatlon mformat:on and support to families where they are —in
their homes. hrough stand-aion programs or in partnership with center-based services, voluntary
home visitation programs educate famities and bring them up-to -date information about health, child
development and schoo[ readmess .

'nd connect them to critical services.

Research suggests that hume V|5|tatlon programs help parents learn parenting skills and increase
cenfidence in thase skills, promote appropriate parent-child interactions and increase links to
community supports including health and social services.” Home visitation is highly effective in
promoting effective parenting in the area of preventing abuse and neglect.

At the end of March 2009, 9,287 families were enroiled in a home visitation program through
community-based providers funded by First Things First.

Regional Family Support Strategies
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At First Things First, we focus on educating and informing parents about child development and heaith
topics to ensure they have the tools to support their child’s development. These services are for all
parents so that they have the information and support they need to raise their kids the way they think is
best.

Early Literacy

Arizona ranks 51st in the nation in the percentage of parents who read daily to their young chitdren,
ages birth to 3, and 45™ in the nation in the percentage of parents who read daily ta their children, ages
birth to 5. Research indicates a strong correlation hetween early Ianguage development and future
literacy skills as well as social and emotional development. Because Ianguage and communication skills
and patterns develop during infancy, and are often establlshe___ hy age 3, services ideally target young

xili

children whao are less likely to engage in significant amounts’ of Ianguage lnteraction in the home,

First Thing First has allocated funding to support the |
development specialists including speech {anguage:

_ fvement of Ianguage and communication
thologists, certified early chlldhood teachers, and
certified early childhood special education teachers in’ e ly childhood settings.

Reach Out and Read Arizona

A 5315,769 statewide grant from First Thmgs F[rst Thlng First exp ded the infrastructure for the Reach
Out and Read Arizona (RORAZ) a program that tralns and prowdes ooks for, physicians and other
practitioners to distrlbute to young children durmg we!l~ch|[d visits, Twenty -two new medical practices
"s'taff members were hlred to recruit, enroll and train physicians who

participate in the program

Native Language a_nd Culture Acq'l:lfié_i_tion_

In many | Natlve Amencan commumtles youth struggle W|th the loss of native language and culiure.
Reglonal Partnersh:p Council strategles support and expand native language enrichment programs for
children birth to 5 and their famlhes These rategies enhance existing early literacy and language
deveiopment currlcu[um to mcorporate natlvé language and train teaching staff in the implementation
of an evidence-based early fa nguage and literacy program that is culturally rooted.

Success Story

Hualapai Maternal Child Health Program

The Hualapai Maternal Child Heaith Program (MCH) provides health services to pregnant women and
children birth through age 3 living on the Hualapai Reservation.

Funded by a $114,185 grant from the First Things First Hualapai Regional Council, FY 2010 services
included home visits by two staff members of the Hualapai Health Department: a registered nurse with
experience in lactation consultation and maternal heaithcare, and a new mother from the community.
in-home visits extended to well-child checks for children unable to visit a clinic.
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In addition to home visitation, the grant pravided funding for group education for new mothers, child
care providers, group training for Head Start staff and parents and nonclinicat child assessments.

“We started looking at how our children weren’t achieving in school,” said Sandra lrwin, RN., MPH,
director of the Hualapai Health Department. Conversations with Head Start indicated that many children
reguired earlier intervention to prepare them for participation in Head Start. “First Things First initiated
an assessment of children from birth to 5 and identified resources we didn't know existed. We're so
remote out here. We're not in the city where resources are readily available.”

MCH relies on word of mouth to promote the program and most pregnant women in the Hualapai
Nation participate. '

MCH provided services in FY 2010 to 45 women and chlldren brrth through 3. The grant was renewed for
$116,542 in FY 2011 and will continue providing the services established in FY 2010.

“One of the things we lack here is that we don’t

rack of the accompllshments and keep everybody
informed,” lrwin said. “First Things First helps bring "

ctu re.”

BY THE NUMBERS

o 100% of Arizona’s birthing hospitals

luntarily distributing Arizona
Parent Kits™ :

o 64,000 kits distributed™ -

o 5 O3 Kits distributed each mon_th, on a\eferage’_“’i

» 3 011 calls were made to the Birth to FIVF.‘ Helplme to recelve support in making parenting

xvil

'dec15|on5

» 9, 287 famzlles are recei ng home wsns to strengthen their family and support their
children.
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Health

Healthy Kids, Healthy Students

Although some factors that lead to poor health cannot be controlled, many can. A healthy pregnancy,
followed by a healthy birth sets the stage for a healthy childhood. Practicing healthy behaviors,
including early prenatatl care, well baby checkups, on-time immunizations and periodic sensory,
developmental and oral health screenings, are ali actions that can it prove a child’s chances of entering
school healthy and ready to learn. When potential heaith probl . or developmental delays are
identified early, the chances of successful intervention and treatment are greater.

According to the 2008 First Things First Family and Commumty Survey, more than one-third of parents

are dissatisfied with the information and resources available, and 70 percen parents of children with
health issues express dissatisfaction with avallable' formation and resources:Arizona’s children have
limited options, especially if they have special heaith car_e_or social-emotional needs. There are not
enough doctors or therapists in our state to serve the vast majority of communities, 2 problem that isn’t

necessarily unigue to rural areas.

First Things First’s key health initiatives build on Arizona’ 5 emstmg E!ar|\|r childhood efforts to provide
meaningful information and resources. Efforts mclude child care health consuitation, mental health
consuitations, physman outreach health insuran h"

strategy.

workforce development and oral health

Statewide Health initiatives

Child Cars Health oﬂri's'ultation--?:.:._'

In FY 2010 the Child Care Hea[th Consuitants (CCHCs) program included 34 health consultants, CCHCs
receive Natlonal Training Inststute Atraining which prepares them to teach child care staff how to talk
with families about health related toplcs including oral health, nutritional eating and obesity prevention,
developmental screenlng, and the Va!ue of well-child exams and immunizations.

Between October 2009 and March 2010 874 centers and homes were assigned a CCHC. An important
component of Quality First, CCHC is expected to grow to 52 consultants in FY 2011.

Mental Health Consuitation

Early education teachers and other child care professionals often describe children’s problem behavior
as one of the most challenging issues with which they are presented.”™ Mental health consultation is a
valuable investment some states are making to decrease negative cutcomes, including preschool
expulsions, and increase positive outcomes, like encouraging competent probiem solving and confident
learning.”

14
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Within less than six menths of launching the Mentai Health Consultation strategy, First Things First has
established a structure for training and supervising providers and connecting them to child care centers
in participating regions. First introduced in nine regions as a service for early care and education
providers, the strategy expanded to include 13 regions at the end of Y2010, In addition, 23 mental
health consuttants and five supervisors provided support to 55 child care facilities. The continuing
challenge in FY2011 will be to identify practitioners with the requisite experience and credentials to
serve children birth to 5. A tuition reimbursement is being established to help address this.

Physician Qutreach and Education

First Things First is parinering with the Arizona Chapter of the A ican Academy of Pediatrics to

provide Best Care for Kids. This program coaches medical pra_c_ficéé through a self-evaluation process
and provides assistance to identify techniques that “tune _uff’ WUrkfIwa_and systems. The strategy is
particularly important for sirengthening the early id tific '
encouraging timely intervention.

cation of developmental delays and

Between January and March 2011 physicians participated in trainings.

Health Insurance Qutreach

Children without medical insurance have a dlfflcult time obtaining pnmary and specialty care, They are
more likely to be sick as newborns, less ilkely {0 be |mmun|zed as press
medical treatment for injur ndiagnosed and untreated edrcal conditions can result in long-term
health and learning prob!ems Familles w;thout health 1n5urance expenence high out-of-pocket costs

when their children lack’ coverage i '

olers, and less likely to receive

Funding for the first of the regionat hea]th msurance outreach programs was awarded in May 2010. The
rest of the: ;_partlc;patmg regions wrl[ begm fun'dl" 'g the_program in FY 2011. First Things First is working
with oth_
orgamzatlons and other community advocates to promote policies and funding support for outreach
and enrollment or re-enroliment assistance tq_._fammes eligible for public heaith insurance, but not yet
enrolled.

state agencies, Reglonal Partnershlp Counclis community-based agencies, philanthropic

Workforce Develo;:r'r'ﬁent

Through a partnership with Arizona State University, First Things First is working to increase the
knowledge and expertise of speech language pathologists who, upon graduation, will serve young
children five and younger. Speech Language Pathoiogy students in ASU’s speech and hearing program
receive a tuition scholarship and enhanced education refated to language and communication services
for young children. In return, graduates commit to a two-year service obligation per scholarship year in
Arizona working with young children with speech and language delays. Eleven students were enrolled in
coursework during the 2009-2010 school year. Thirteen awards have been approved for the 2010-11
school year.
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Regional Early Childhood Health Strategies

Recruitment and Retention

The First Things First Loan Repayment and Stipend Program, administered by the Arizona Department of
Health Services, pravides financiai support to increase the availability of therapists in highly underserved
communities. Program incentives are available to speech/language pathclogists, physical therapists,
occupational therapists, mental health specialists, and child psychologists who are willing to live and
work in underserved communities throughout Arizona. [ncentives include loan forgiveness to therapists
recruited into these areas as well as sign-on bonuses and paid pr eeeibnai fees. In return, graduates
commit to a service obligation in the community, ”

Oral Health

Tooth decay is cne of the most commaon health lssue ffectlng YOung chl%dren ! Afmost half of the
children in kindergarten have some decay, and about one-third have untreated decay. Nearly one-tenth
is in need of urgent dental treatment.™ To prevent dental caries among young children, the American
Academy of Pediatric Dentistry recommends strategzes that mclude ‘providing parent information on
oral health care, visiting the dentist by age.one, fluoridated publlc water supplies and toplcal fluoride
application. First Things First Regional Partnershlp Counciis fund a varlety of oral health strategies to
improve the oral heaith status of children bi rth to5

In FY 2010, 1,735 children participated in ora
applied; 1,229 chlldren recewed oral heaith kit

s 1 717 chﬁdren had fluoride varnish
ere referred for further dental

services.
Nutrition/Obesi _y /Physical Activity (Regional Str: egies)
Childhood e5|ty is & serious problem in Arlzona About 14%" of 2- to 4- -year-alds and about 31% of

10-to 17..year~olds’°‘“' are overwelght or abese. Childhood obesity is directly linked to many serious
health prdblé_rqs including Type’ 2:_Dlabetes, metabolic syndrome, high blocd pressure, asthma and other
respiratory prﬁﬁ'lems sleep disor:d':érs liver disease, heart disease, eating disorders and skin infections.
First Thing First strategles provide educatlon information and support to parents, child care staff, and
the community to promote healthy eatmg and physical activity and decrease the incidence of
overweight and obesity., :

From July through March, 2,7'i'ﬁ"'peop¥e attended 90 information sessions.
Injury/Abuse Prevention

First Things First supports a variety of educational programs that address such safety-related topics
including how to install car seats and smoke detectors, the impartance of wearing seat belts, water
safety and baby proofing homes.

Developmental Screening
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Developmental screenings can provide early identification of delays or issues that can negatively affect
childhood milestones such as vision, hearing, oral health, healthy physical development and social-
emotional heaith. However, many families face barriers that prevent their children from receiving
screenings within a medical setting. These may include lacking a primary care provider or health
toverage. To serve as many children as possible, First Things First supports screenings across a variety of
settings including child care, community heaith and care fairs, community-based programs and home-
visiting settings.

Regional Partnership Council strategies are designed to implement, expand and enhance screening
efforts aimed at identifying potential delays to ensure that the ap
treaiment can occur,

iate follow-up assessments and

Food Insecurity

Arizona children are at risk for hunger, Almost one-fourth of Arizona’s children under 18 are food

insecure, the third highest rate in the country. Research shows that even moderate under-nutrition, the
type seen most frequently in the United States, can have iasting effects on the bra[_
young children. According to the Center.on Hunger and Povert
impaired development and is associated withincreased school failure in children.

-'madequate nutrition’ s a major cause of

ise, 136,804 food boxes with more than 2.5 million

As a resuit of the First Things First Emerge ney Respi
-providing 111,840 families with

llng 5493 836 are brsnglng oral health care educaticn and screening to
nytheast and Central Maricopa Regions.

The grants weré":a'warded to Cath _!c Hea!thca fe West Foundation in September to provide oral health
screenlngs and fluorlde varnish treatment for children birth to 5, and oral health educatlon to the

An oral health educator and registered nurse visit preschoois, child care facilities, immunization clinics,
WIC clinics and health fares to provide group education, fluoride varnishes and oral health screenings.

“One of the things we do in the oral health screening is have the nurse assess urgent or early dental
needs,” said Megan Miks, oral health program manager at Chandler Regional Medical Center, a member
of Catholic Healthcare West. “It’s our hope that we're reaching the kids who need to see a dentist. The
follow up piece is very important to us. We’re hearing that 50 percent of the children we've seen have
either followed up with a dentist or are scheduled to follow up with a dentist.”
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Children participating in oral health screenings receive goody bags with toothbrush, toothpaste, floss
and educational materials. Miks recalled a little girl at one preschool screening who was so excited to
get her own tube of toothpaste. “She said ‘My own tube of toothpastei I've never had my own tube of
toothpastel’ Just getting a toothbrush and tube of toothpaste into these children’s’ hands is huge.”

Miks said the program hopes to be able to apply the fluoride varnish on the same children every three-
to-six months and track the percentage of decay in each child over the three years that this grant is
renewable, The grants were renewed in FY 2011 for a total of $476,813.

BY THE NUMBERS

477 early care providers have the support of a health professmnal to ensure a safer and healthier early
learning environment for children™ a '

211 physicians receiving education on the needs o

hxnvii

L, 717 children receiving fluoride varnis

136,804 food boxes were distributed ™

First Things First Regional Partnershlp "ounmls
COmmumty-Based Leadership in Expandmg Educatlon and Health Opportunities
for the Youngest Arlzonans

Under the |aw that created First Thmgs FII‘St. maost of the planning and recommendations about how
early childhood funds are spent are in the hands of ycal communities who know best what their
children need Regional councnls are com rised of more than 300 volunteers with two things in
common: they have specific expertlse in _'__e aspect of early childhood and they are deeply committed
to seeing chlldren in thelr communmes succeed in school and beyond.

As trusted voices in thelr communltles, regional council members are invaluable in efforts to engage
local stakeholders in conversatlons about early childhoaod, forge partnerships to improve outcomes for
young kids and maximize resou__r_ces available to help children and families.

First Things First’s 31 Regional Partnership Councils have developed and funded dozens of strategies to
meet the unigue needs of their communities, and it would be impossible to list them all here. The
councils are grouped in to six Regional Areas; the list below includes one success story from each area.

First Things First extends its gratitude to the hundreds of committed volunteers statewide who made a
difference for young children in their communities by serving on a Regional Partnership Council in FY
2010. They are listed in Appendix A. We also extend our deepest appreciation to those who have agreed
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to serve Arizona’s children by participating on a Regional Partnership Council for four-year terms
beginning July 1, 2010. They are listed in Appendix B.

Northeast Regional Area

Employer-sponsored Child Care Case Study

A feasibility study commissioned by the Navajo/Apache Regional Parthership Council makes a
compelling argument for praviding an-site, employer-sponsored child care.

The featured employer, White Mountain Regional Medical Center
care program on campus for almost two years.

pringerville, has operated a child

“A study like this would have been helpful for us, but we ha to creat __everythmg from scratch,” said
Michael Zimmerman, CEQ of White Mountain Regional _Medlcal Center. ”The study accomplished two
things: it confirmed a long-held belief of mine thatl idn’t have any data to'su

L]

allowed us to go out and publically say ook this works

rt until now; and i

The results were overwhelmingly positive The Center pays 'for its"é:[f'after accounting for the cost savings
from reduced absenteeism, overtime and urnover. in addition; the program has raised employee
morale and significantly enhanced the hospi _a!’s i as an mnovatlve emp!oyer that values its

employees.

Among the study’s finding.s.;' B

 Average number of misseci days was reduced.from 8-10 days to 0-3 days per year.

* 30 percent reductlon in the mr:ldence of employges calling in immediately prior to their shift

« Tu nover rate reduce I-from 20 percent to 12 percent

. lncrease in the number o ppilcatluns for each open position from one or two to 15.

« AZ0 percent vacancyinn
gualified appI:cants

ng and professional staff has transformed into a waiting list of

The quality child care progr@zm.hfé__s___épace for 60 children and includes a curriculum-based preschool
program. it is offered at no cost.to employees, resulting in increased productivity and reliably of
employees with young chiidren.

" Anybody who has a young workforce can replicate this,” Zimmerman said. “We now have policies and
procedures and screening tools in place. If another company wants to do this, we could help.”

Applied Economics - through a $50,000 grani from the Navajo/Apache Regional Partnership Council —
compiled this infermation and used it to create a series of engaging informational materials being
distributed to businesses in the region. The grant also paid for a series of informational sessions hosted

in the community to share the informaticn with business leaders. The grant was renewed in FY 2011 to
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allow Applied Economics to continue doing outreach and to provide technical assistance to businesses
considering their own employer-sponsored child care effort.

Maricopa Regional Area
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation Home Visitation

The Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation home visitation program “fills the gap” in pragrams available through
the Yavapai Nation Education Division, according to Gary Loutzenheiser, acting educational director of
the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation Education Division and principal.of H'man’shawa Early Childhood
Development Center. ' .

“Our previous programs were for children age 3 and up. Th
Loutzenheiser said,

thelast gap we've filled in, birth to 3,”

w have assistance all
ol graduation rate,

“Qur entire program is designed to get kids 1o gra
the way up through high schoot graduation. And w
higher than the national average.”

te from high school. We
._.__._ve a 90 percent high sche

The home visitation program began in O¢
jumped to 29 families. The goal is to reach-eligibl
development from pre-birth through age 3. The pre
families participating in FY 2011

ilies participating. That number quickly
ib | families. and educate them on groper childhood
m-: hopes to more than double the number of

1 the First Things First Northeast Maricopa
for two staff members, staff development and
data.

The program is made posszble by a $150 000 gra
Regional Partnership Councn The grant covers salari
training and a contract with Save the Ch:ldren to coil

ribal  their children to school when they turn 3, said
Andrea LeBeau one of two Home H’man shawa Early childhood Development Center liaisons. However,
for many families it's been an “eye opening g_;g_per[ence " that their newborns can learn.

A1 itation partner, Liela Williams, both members of the Yavapai Nation,
visit famities twice a month o dlsc_” 's how parents can support their child’s early development, “We
know the people we're servi

personal level because Fort McDoweli is such a small community.”

d stages guestionnaires to help parents develop a child goal plan for
their child. “We teach parents simple everyday things they can do with their child, while they’re driving,
washing dishes or cleaning house,” LeBeau said.

LeBeau and Williams use age

Adds Williams, “It’s not about buying fancy toys, it's about life experiences. Even taking a walk outside in
the desert and picking up a rock and throwing it promotes large motor skills and creates a life
experience.”
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Williams, a preschool professicnal with 29 years experience, earned her CDA certification and worked as
a preschaol teacher for 10 years. Qver the past three years she said she noticed that children entering
her preschool were not as verbal as those in the past. “What | noticed this year is that with at least
seven kids, their communication wasn’t really there. I'm guessing their parents probably don’t read to
them. So with this program, we’re really pushing for parents to read to their young children because
they do hearit”

In addition to hame visits, LeBeau and Williams hold monthly parent/child groups. “We always try to
start off with a book being read,” Williams said. Children attend classes with their parents and families
participate in activities together. “At first, | think the parents thoqght'_'p've were going to come inand do a
one-on-one with the children. But we said ‘no, we are here to show irou what o do and then we wiil
ohserve you,”

The grant in the amount of $157,500 was renewed i

Southeast Regional Area

First Focus on Kids Professional Development Alliance

A Pima County early childhcod professioh___]:'de\_f_el_qpment progs m is gaining national recognition as a
model program. The goal is to replicate the :p_rngr'ani;__in_ other states;:._"so that young children can

onals, only_____O percent of the teachers and 10 percent of the
nly 8 percent of teachers and 6 percent of teaching assistants

To address thIS Iong standmg and sy temzc proble First Things First Central Pima Regional Partnership
Council awarded a $584,449 grant to the l}nlted Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona in FY2010. The
grant supports United Way’s collaboratlon wath its First Focus on Kids Professional Development Alliance
partners to develop a muiti- faceted systems approach to professionalizing the field of early childhood
education. :

“The purpose of this grari"t"'is to change the early childhood system in the Central Pima Region,” said
Naomi Karp, director of early childhood professional development at United Way of Tucson and
Southern Arizona.

In an effort to create the elements of an ideal regional professionaf development system, alliance
members produced seven Communities of Practice, all tied to coliege credit.

“We hope to improve the skills and knowledge of what is high guality early care and why it’s important,”
Karp said. Other Communities of Practice include:

+ imptementing developmentally appropriate practice in the classroom
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» educating providers on ways to include children with special needs and disabilities in the regular
classroom

» ensuring students’ timely graduation by aligning and articulating early childhood education
courses at Pima community College with those at the University of Arizona

s establishing a master's degree program at University of Arizona designed to meet the needs of
early childhood educators who can’t take time off from work '

+ educating early childhood providers on how to create child-centered environments

* building developmentaily appropriate professional development systems that can be replicated
in other communities

Each Community of Practice represents key aspects of the pri al development system ~ education

education and follow-up coaching.

011. Over:the next three years, First Focus on
i y._college to university, more students
taking course work to earn degrees a Master's egree: Early Education at University of
Arizona, specially tramed._t_e_achers in sp_euai needs: fant and toddler care, and hundreds more
teacher and educators using t:leweicnpmentalls,;r appropriate practices in the classroom. In addition, the
Professional Development Alliance w:l[ establish the to ecessary to influence major change in the
professmna' eﬁelopment system for early educat:on p ssionals.

The grant was renewed and increased to S?Oi- 400 fork
Kids expects to see more students transferrmg;_' om co

West Regional Area

Court Team foe Maitreated Enfants i nd Toddle'rs

Anincreasing number of infants and toddlers with complex physical, mental health, and developmental
problems are being remove__d from _helr hemes in Mohave County. Eighty children under 5 were in foster
care at the end of FY21010.However, foster parents and providers do not always have the necessary
training to help address the unique soclal and emotional needs of this vulnerable population.

To address this issue, the Mohave County Superior Court established an Infant and Toddler Mental
Health Team in FY2010, made possible by a $300,000 grant from the First Things First La Paz / Mohave
Regicnal Partnership Council.

“There are definitely mental heaith issues in children who are abused and neglected at that young age,”
said Tonya Ford, M.Ed., Mohave County Superior Court Infant/Toddler Mental Health coordinator, “Our
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goal is to ensure that everyone is on the same page and understands the mental problems that children
birth to 5 may experience.”

The team provides specialized training for key stakeholders including court persannel, Child Protective
Services case workers, court appointed special advocates, dependency attorneys, early childhood
specialists from the area’s 16 school districts, foster parents and child-servicing agencies region-wide.
The team’s role is to advocate for vulnerable children ages birth to 5.

In the past, it was thought that young children who were abused and neglected did not suffer long-term
consequences. However, recent brain research makes it clear that because of the rapid development of
their brains, young children are at great risk for long-term harm if they are abused or neglected.

“We try to make everyone aware of the brain development re:
team creates programs and policies that are scientifically provento b
with young children and families. B

young children,” Ford said. The
:best practice for those working

Training is an important compaonent of the program: and an average of four or five ralnlng sessiong are
held each manth. “We are trying to get everyone to think the same ‘way to streamling: ur focus,” Ford
said. “We're trying to work a little smart r:to avoid dupl:catmg serwces and ensure that the best
services are available for the children.” nd of FY 2010 51_2 people had attended training sessions.

The Court Team has developed a professionalibrary and website W|th materlals relevant to infant and
toddler mental heaith. Ma'gqr__:__a_l_s__a_rg available f ;resources ‘will continue to be added.

The grant was renewed in FY 2011 for $450,000 t inue implementing the techniques and strategies
initiated in FY 2010. Addifiﬁ'hal pians i'r'i"c"iude providi _ technical assistance for a new visitation center
opening for parents and chzldren tram;ng and coachl f personnel who pravide visitation assistance,
and modelmg approprlate \ns:tat[on mc%udmg the mteractlon that should cccur between parents and

children.
Phoenix/Yavapai Regional Area
Raising A Reader

Raising A Reader (RAR) é'ﬁ:'éo_pra_géis'_'ba rticipating families to embrace a daily routine of book cuddling
with their children ages 5 and_y_gunger to foster healthy brain development, parent-child bonding, and
early literacy skills essentiat for school success.

Designed to educate parents, RAR also offers fiteracy skills training and resources for the entire

family. Trainings occurs in relaxed settings, where parents and children can comfortably practice the
new strategies they have learned together, Sites include apariment communities throughout North and
Central Phoenix. '
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RAR engaged 1,260 families in central and north Phoenix during its first year. The program is
administered by Southwest Human Development through two First Thing First grants totaling $163,776
from the Central Phoenix and North Phoenix Regional Partnership Councils.

“The reception from apartment managers and residents has been extremely positive,” said Marlene
Moreno, Raising A Reader program coordinator with Southwest Human Development. “Initially, we
intended to provide training in a larger number of apartment communities, but due to such high
demand and need, we conducted several rounds of training for different parents at each site. “

RAR established meaningful collaborations with several community. services including the Phoenix Public
Library, Adelante Health Systems’ WIC On Wheels (WOW), the _lnternational Rescue Committee, Asian
Pacific Association and United Way Valley of the Sun. :

e Area libraries provide children’s story times o and duringi'RAR_ trainings.

» Adelante Health Systems’ WIC On Wheels {WOW) bus visits RAR 5|tes"to prowde nutrition
educatlon for expecting mothers and paren

fchl!dren ages five and younger WOW also

* Valley of the Sun
children for scho

and provides exposure to othe
renewed for FY 2011,

Central East Regional Area
Graham/Greenlee Early Literacy__Progra.llﬁ""

When the Graham/Greenlee Regional Partnership Council wanted to foster a love of reading among the
preschool children and their families, they turned to the Safford City ~ Graham County Library.

With a $50,000 grant from Firszhings First, the library implemented an early literacy strategy using the
Dolly Parton Imagination Library Program.

The strategy is designed to mail a new, age-appropriate book each month to every child under 5 in
Graham and Greenlee counties. The first book each child receives is the classic “The Little Engine That
Could™." Every month until they turn five, children can experience the joy of discavering a new book in
the family mailbox. The last book each child receives is “Look Out Kindergarten Here | Come.”

24
FTF 2010 ANNUAL REPORT DRAFT



"] feel that this has been a fantastically successful project,” said jan Elliott, director of the Safford City —
Graham County Library. “We were able to sign up a lot more people than we anticipated. The biggest
thing is the feedback we’ve been getting from parents.

“Especially in these times of economic stress, books may not be something that parents spend money
an, but the children are very proud of their books,” Elliott said. “One little girl takes the books to bed
with her; she puts them all in a backpack and just hangs on to the backpack all night. And more than one
child has taken their books to show and tell in preschool. 've even heard of one fitile girl taking them to
her dance class.”

In FY 2010, 1,700 children enrolled in the program and an additio 1 children graduated, surpassing
expectations. "It has been incredibly positive,” said Shari Eikins, Graha m/Greenlee regional coordinator
far First Things First. “The children love getting books in _t_h; mail every’
books to call their own.” '

onth and are so proud {o have

The grant was renewed for FY 2011 and increased .té'$60,000. The goal is to increase participation to
2,000 children. ) '

“Because the children have the books ave

silable, they are "ééd___fc:'::j:,"’-"Eiliott added. “And that's one of the
big breakthroughs.” L

BY THE NUMBERS
s 31 Regional Par't'r:l'é.r.shi.;.ﬁ'thgncits

» 330 Arizonans volunteering on councils

i awarded in region-specific contracts in FY 2010
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System Coordination
Arizona Early Childhood Task Force

In addition to expanding and enhancing the educational and health services availabie to children 5 and
younger, First Things First is responsible for eansuring greater collaboration and coordination among the
various stakeholders in the early childhood system, including providers, government agencies and non-
profit arganizations.

This wili ensure that the system meets the needs of children and families, that there are clear cutcomes
that the system is accountable for, and that everyone understands: and agrees on their role and
responsibilities in achieving those outcomes,

In February 2010, First Things First convened 35 communlty aders fi m around the state as members
of a special Task Force to develop the Arizona Early Childhood Model System and Plan. The Task Force
also engaged citizens from around the state to we_l___gh" on the discussions and decisions.

The Task Force was charged with establishing the Qimf:in for the state’s early chi hood development and
health system and guiding First Things First’s role in the lmplementatlon of this comprehenswe system
for our state’s children. g

The task force recommendations will be revie ' the FTF Board in September 2010, followed by
aggressive implementation of the priorities Ident[fled" yy the task farce and FTF.

GRAPHIC—Taskforce membership
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Funding

Funding Overview

First Things First provides coordination and funding for early childhood development and health
programs throughout Arizana. By law, 90 cents of every dollar must be spent on education and health
services for children five and younger. No more than 10 percent may be spent on administrative costs.
That is significantly less overhead than many corporations and large non-profit agencies.

FTF bases funding decisions on a rigorous process of review to ensure programs are supported by
research, value the family and use approaches considered to be bes't'"';ﬁractices We use our funds to
build, expand and sustain the early childhood development and heaith system to ensure that all children
ahd families benefit. -

First Things First's day-to-day business functions — inclt}diﬁg its grant-making process —are guided by

state law. Each year, First Things First is subject to'an'independent audit, Wh.i.(.‘:.h is submitted to the state
Auditor General’s Office once it is completed. In addi ion to this mdependent audlt FTF is subject to and
participates in the Auditor General’s overall annual state z

Declining Tobacco Revenues

As fewer Arizonans consume tobacco prod ucts Flrst Thmgs Flrst sm jOI’ fundmg source — tobacco tax
revenues —wilt continue to decr

5165 mI”IO.: .m kY 2008 to. ust over 5133 mllhcm in FY 2010. In addltlon
changes in the total funds avalia ble for mvestment and lagging interest rates resulted in the interest
income for__t__h same period drop r_;g_-almost_____ from__$_6_ 1 million in FY 2008 to $4.3 million in FY

revenues fell from almo

Fortunate[y, the authors of Propasztlon 203 (wh;ch voters passed and created First Things First)
anticipated the decline in tcbacco tax reveniie, They understood that additional revenue eventually
would be needed to_ reinvigorate func__i;ng. And they knew it would take time to set up an appropriate,
accountable mechanism to distribut__e_First Things First funding and track the improved outcomes for
children. They drafted the proposition so that whife First Things First was being established, revenue
and the interest garnered :W'bu]ﬁ__a'ccum ulate and become the reserve fund to sustain initiative activities
as tobacco revenues declined.

Proposition 302 Threatens to Eliminate all First Things First Funding

Earlier this year, state lawmakers voted to refer a measure to the November ballot. if approved by
voters, the measure would eliminate First Things First, redirect all funds set aside for early childhood
education and health into the Generai Fund, and aliow the Legislature to decide what to do with that
money. If the proposition passes, ail of the strategies outlined in this report and the early childhood
services provided in communities statewide will cease. Without these services, Arizona’s children will
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arrive at school less prepared, and our state’s dismal performance on most measures of child well-being
will continue. In May 2010, the FTF state Board passed a resolution opposing Proposition 302 and urging
all Arizonans ta get involved in preserving early childhood funding by educating their communities on
the impact of First Things First funding and by voting NO on Proposition 302 in November. The fuli text
of the Board Resolution can be found in Appendix C. Following the Board's action, many First Things
First Regional Councils passed similar resolutions in their communities.

FY 2010

Balance Forward
Re-pay of Sweep
July

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

Jan

Feb

March

April

May

June

Sub-Total

Expenditures

Ending Balance
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Luxury Tax Investment Total State ministrative Program
Revenue ncome Revenue Account Running Total

272,141,300 355,524,200
1,403,00 612,100 362,539,300
11,211,500 © 1,121,200 90,300 373,750,800
11,013,600 1,223,600 1,223,700 11,013,500 385,988,000
9,948,600 257,300 :".'3:-.:'};-'.1 020,600 8,185,300 396,193,900
11,688,400 - '234;.369:_.__ 1,55"2,300 10,730,200 408,116,400
3.1,413,900””"'-"-5_ 343,500 .:.1,175,700 10,581,700 419,873,800
10,837,200 302600 111,139,800 1,114,000 10,025,800 431,013,600
110,919,5.60 o 11172,400 1,117,200 10,055,200 442,186,000
__1.0,189,200 1,018,500 9,170,300 452,375,200
.....16,854,200 1,085,400 9,768,800 463,229,400
12,030,900 12,314,700 1,231,500 11,083,200 475,544,100
11,643,500 11,945,100 1,194,500  10,750,6G0 487,489,200
11,850,500 642,300 12,452,800 1,249,300 11,243,50C 499,982,000

133,119,000 4,323,700 137,442,700 98,530,200 401,451,800

14,560,500 61,175,400
83,969,700 340,275,400 424,245,100
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Note: At the time of printing, the final reconciliation of FY 2010 expendltures was not complete. As such, expenditures reported include June
plus those expenditures reconciled as part of the state's Period 13, buf are not inclusive of final adjustments that tie the appropriation year to
the fiscal year under an accrual aceounting methodelogy.

BY THE NUMBERS

$107 million approved in FY 2010 grants for programs and services to young children

243 grants approved in FY 2010 for community-based
L9% reduction in annual tobacco revenues from 26b8-2010

5130+ million per year will be lost to ser\;icg_s for young children if Proposition 302 passes.
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Accountability
Establishing Transparency and Accountability

First Things First was founded on three key principles: Jocal control for decisions made about using
resources; enough flexibility to serve Arizana’s unigue neds; and transparency and accountahility.

Recognizing the importance of transparency and accountability, in 2009 the First Things First Board

awarded an evaluation contract to a consortium of Arizona’s three public universities. The independent,
external evaluation project includes three simuitaneous studies that examine the impact of FTF services
on the lives of young children across the state.

Preliminary resuits from the Kindergarten Readiness study show that,.upon entering kindergarten, an
achievement gap already exists amaong Arizona's children The early r'él's:'Uits also suggest that early math
achievement fags behind language skills. Additional chiidren will be mterwewed every two years to
provide updated snapshots of kindergarten readinessacross the state.

First Things Flrst programs on 8,000
1sing children’s opportunities affects
1 fate fali 2010.

The Longitudinat Child Study wilt examine the long- term impact o
infants, toddlers and kindergartners by understanding ho i
their well-being over time. Preliminary resuits are expected i

Finaily, the Family and Community Case Studyr mcludes interviews w;t_  a smaller group of families and
community members describing how First Thmgs Firstis affectmg oppo unltles for their young children.
These case studies will prowde tories from famlhes that tl_lustrate the data compiled from the other
studies. :

Additional Studies andSurveys .

First Thmgs F[rst is fundmg several other evaluatlon studzes as part of its on-going, rigorous commitment
to acccuntablhty -

s 5t Luke's__l_-lea]th Initiativé_ will focus on health care availability; percentage of children whao
have regufér medical and dental care; preventative heaith behaviors; mental health issues in
families and the effect on y_o'_ung children; insurance and underinsurance; and additional out-of-
pocket expenditures, Results will be available in December 2010.

¢ Child Care Study will i'dé_ntify the estimated number of children served in regulated and
unreguiated care; how the current supply of early care and education relates to the demand of
families; and the role early care quality plays in families’ decisions. Results will be available in
March 2011,

*  Family and Community Survey will report on parents’ perception and knowledge related to
early childhood development; best practice in supporting young children’s development;
perception of coordination and quality in early childhood services and communication. Results
will be available in 2013.
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o Parent Kit Study wili determine if parents find the kits helpfui, if parenting practice changes
after receiving the kit and if the kits are mare effective for certain parents. Results wilf be
available in March 2011.
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